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Fearful Symmetry: The Fall and Rise of Canada's Founding Values was published in September

2009. The author, Brian Crowley, is an economist and founding president of the Atlantic Institute for

Market Studies in Halifax, Nova Scotia.I should mention Crowley is a free-market economist, which

will cause some potential readers to raise a suspicious brow reflexively. In the book's foreword,

Andrew Coyne says Crowley started a PhD at the London School of Economics bent on debunking

Friedrich Hayek, one of the great economists of the Austrian School. "But in the course of his

research," remarks Coyne, "[Crowley] had found himself first unable to answer [Hayek's] arguments,

and at last persuaded by them. In a word, he had become a convert." (p. 11)The book takes its title

from a phrase found in William Blake's poem, The Tyger. According to one source, the fearful

symmetry of the tiger in Blake's poem speaks to the juxtaposition of opposites: the perfect beauty

and perfect destruction of the animal (which, of course, symbolizes more abstract concepts).The

uniqueness of Crowley's book is not the title. A simple search of Wikipedia reveals that "fearful

symmetry" has become a catch phrase for various works in the music, film, and publishing

industries. No, the memorable feature of this book will be not the title though it is a very fitting

summary of the content.According to Crowley there is an Old Canada (Confederation-1950s) and a

New Canada (1960s-present). The Old Canada is a making state, characterized by small and

limited government, personal independence, personal responsibility, commitment to the family as

the most important social institution, and productive citizens of strong character and work ethic.
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